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MESSAGE

Agriculture has a long and honoured history that is much
longer than the history of cities and of the factories of the
industrialised world. Agriculture, being the main source of
livelihood for a long time, had its reverberations in every walk

of life. It is the first profession men ever practised.

Thiruvalluvar eulogized agriculture as the greatest
profession by saying, ‘They live, the plough for life who steer;

All others worship in the rear’.

Shakespeare compares governance of the State with

tending of the garden.

Thomas Jefferson hailed, ‘Agriculture is the wisest
pursuit’.

Dr. Johnson called agriculture, the noblest science.

Agriculture helped in domesticating the wild crops as well

as the wild animals.

When agriculture became commercial and animal
husbandry became factory farming, they had their own
repercussions in the health of mankind. Therefore, we have

champions who advocate natural farming and organic farming
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in order to prevent pollution and to ensure healthy agricultural

products.

Tamil Nadu has a rich history of organic farming as it is
evident from the ancient literature of the state. The
government is committed to reinvigorate the organic farming
in areas, where it is possible and in crops which are known for
organic system of cultivation. The Agriculture Department has
brought out a policy on organic farming and it is heartening to

know that it is comprehensive and flexible.

It has suggested the methodologies by which we can
improve the extent of organic farming and ensure reasonable

returns for the farmers.

I am sure, this Policy would help in expanding the area in
organic farming, without affecting the overall productivity and

income of the farmers.
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